
The word ‘Bhangra’ evokes many thoughts, memories, 

feelings and emotions – from the singing, dancing and joyous 

celebrations of Vaisakhi, to the daytime parties in the late 

1980s, the chart-topping music of Panjabi MC, right through to 

American Hip-Hop artists sampling Asian sounds. 

	 This book offers a timely and accessible overview of some of 

the artists, songs, audiences, and images of Bhangra music in 

Britain, from its folk beginnings to a diversified music industry 

that now encompasses a range of fusion-based British Asian 

genres.  Given its importance to the British Bhangra music 

industry, the city of Birmingham, England, is the starting point, 

as one co-ordinate on the map of UK-based Bhangra.
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Dr Rajinder Dudrah is Head of Drama and Senior Lecturer in 
Screen Studies at The University of Manchester, UK.  He has 
researched and published widely on film, media, cultural 
studies, and sociology.
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